approximately half as soon as the capital loan can be repaid. Although the burden which the Society has assumed is a heavy one, it is not, in the opinion of Council, one which the Society should have shirked, nor one which it will find unmanageable. The manner in which it can most properly be borne is already under active consideration by Council. They are confident that the action they have taken will prove to have been the best one possible for the Society and for the whole medical world which it serves.
You will, of course, be kept fully informed of all further developments through the medium of the Proceedings and of the Diary Cards and, if necessary, by further letters or bulletins; and arrangements will be made early in the new year for those who wish to do so to visit the premises.-Yours sincerely,
TERENCE CAWTHORNE President
Royal Society of Medicine News
Academy of Medicine
In its issue of November 9, 1963, a leading article in The Economist on 'Organized Medicine' raised the matter of the formation, in this country, of an Academy of Medicine and asked the question whether such an academy might be based on the Royal Society of Medicine.
The following letter from the President, in response to this article, appeared in The Economist on November 30, 1963: Organized Medicine Sir, Your article (November 9th) discussing the formation in this country of an Academy of Medicine, concludes with the question 'Does the nucleus for such ,an academy exist in the Royal Society of Medicine?' To this question, some have already given a negative reply; and they have done so on the grounds that the Royal Society of Medicine does adequately what it was intended to do, namely provide academic services which help to make better doctors and research workers; that it -lacks accommodation for new activities1; and that election to it is not by merit. Others believe that, though there is truth in each ofthese observations, they do not lead to the same conclusion.
The strength of the Royal Society of Medicine lies in the comprehensiveness of its membership and in its total freedom from any form of medicopolitical activity or, in its narrowest sense, of professional self-interest. If medicine in this country wished to speak with a unified, authorita-'This letter was written before the purchase of Chandos House tive and unprejudiced voice in national and international affairs (and the need to do so is great), it could do so only through some newly formed body, brought into being and supported by the Royal Colleges and the Medical Research Council. Such a body, based on the Royal Society of Medicine and serviced by it, could do for the art and science of medicine what the Royal Society has long done so splendidly for the pure sciences, and could give a new stature and authority to those who now speak for the profession, necessarily, under the present structure of organized medicine, with sectional and discordant voices.
Once the need for an Academy of Medicine is recognized, carrying no threat to established medical institutions but drawing largely on the strength and traditions of them all, it will not be difficult to frame an appropriate constitution7for it; and it is likely that it would quickly command goodwill and respect both at home and abroad.
Yours faithfully,
TERENCE CAWTHORNE The Royal Society of Medicine London, Wl
Council Matters Cockayne Suite Although the Cockayne Suite will not be occupied until the end of December, the ancillary work on the fourth floor is now almost completed. The lobby and corridor have been redecorated and the Club Manager has moved to his new office on the fourth floor. Running water and refrigeration have been installed in the bar.
It is now earnestly hoped that the whole of the building project, including the work to the offices and the new committee rooms on the third floor, will be completed by the middle of January.
Presentation ofa Silver Loving Cup
It was reported at the October meeting of Council that the Sections of Laryngology and Otology had presented to the Society a Silver Loving Cup, for use at Society and Section dinners and receptions, and that, by their wish, this gift had been associated in the inscription on the cup with the presidency of Mr Terence Cawthorne. The President expressed his deep gratitude to the Presidents and Members of the two Sections concerned and the thanks of the Council for this addition to the Society's collection of silver.
Deaths ofHonorary Fellows
At the October meeting of Council, the deaths of the Rt Hon Viscount Nuffield and of Dr J Alison Glover were reported to Council by the President and by Dr J A Fraser Roberts, respectively. The following resolution was passed: Deaths ofLord Nathan andLordEvans The deaths of the Rt Hon Lord Nathan and the Rt Hon Lord Evans were reported by the President, who said that through the deaths of both these gentlemen, the Society had lost two great advisers. He paid tribute to Lord Nathan's work on the Society's Advisory Committee, and to his work generally in the medico-legal sphere, and to Lord Evans' high reputation, not only in the medical profession but throughout the country. The President asked all members of Council to stand in silence, in memory of these two gentlemen who had proved to be such great supporters of the Society. 
